	Scripting Languages

Tentative Syllabus for COP2830 
(online) Spring 2007

Course No.

: 

COP2830

Course Title

: 

Scripting Languages

CRN

: 

24274

Classroom

: 

2-305A, Wednesday evenings, 7:00-8:30

Instructor

: 

Steve Andrews

Email

: 

sandrews@atlas.valenciacc.edu
Office

: 

none 
Please email.

Office Hours

: 

none. See WebCT for more info. 

Phone

: 

407.310.2119 (messages only)

Conferences

: 

room 2-304 (the Business Lab), 
any time the computer lab is open 
(any weekday or Saturday, day or evening), 
by appointment. Please email.

Credit

: 

3.0

Final Exam

: 

25 April, 7:45-10:15 PM 

School Policies (see)
My Policies (see)
Weekly Schedule (see)

etc

Latest Version

: 

For the latest version of this document, please visit the URI specified in the footer of this page. 

Links

: 

The Classroom (WebCT)
College Catalogs
Valencia's Student Core Competencies: 

This course seeks to reinforce the following Valencia Student Competencies:

· Think clearly, critically and creatively by analyzing, synthesizing, integrating and evaluating symbolic works and truth claims. 

· Reflect on your own and others’ values from individual, cultural and global perspectives. 

· Communicate by reading, listening, writing and speaking effectively. 

Act purposefully, reflectively and responsibly by implementing effective problem solving and decision making strategies. 
Disclaimer:
The rules of the college supersede my own rules at all times. 

Now, having said that, let me say this: 

I reserve the right to make changes to any portion of this page, or any of my pages, at any time. The language of the newer version will take precedence over that of any older versions, except where the language pertains to one of these areas:

· the grading policy 

· computation of the final grade 

· elements fixed by college policy 

These three areas cited above will not be subject to change after orientation.




	School Policies

	Most of these policies can be found, word for word, in the current class catalog or at http://valenciacc.edu/policies. 

	Valencia ID Cards
	: 
	Valencia I.D. Cards are required in order to use the LRC, Testing Center, and IMC. Cards are free and can be obtained in the Student Development Office in 5-212.

	Course Description
	: 
	From the 2006-07 Catalog: The syntax and semantics of scripting programming language will be covered. Covers major scripting languages, including but not limited to: Perl, Tcl, JavaScript, VBScript, PHP, ASP, and XML. Students will learn to write scripting language code, integrate the scripts into Web pages, and identify different uses and applications of scripts in Web sites and/or other multimedia projects.
(Special Fee: $30.00) 

	CLAST
	: 
	CLAST competencies include the following: 

· Reading skills 
(literal comprehension, critical comprehension) 

· Essay skills 

· English language skills 
(word choice, sentence structure, grammar, spelling, capitalization, punctuation) 
· Mathematics skills 
(arithmetic, geometry, measurement) 

· Algebra skills 

· Statistics skills 
(probability) 

· Logical reasoning skills 

Some CLAST competencies are covered in this course. 

	Prerequisites
	: 
	Minimum grades of C in COP 1006 and COP 2822 or department approval 

	Students with Disabilities
	: 
	Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a notification from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the instructor, preferably during the first two weeks of class. The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities. The East Campus Office is located in Building 5, Room 216.

	
	


	Text
	: 
	


Internet and World Wide Web 
How to Program, 
third edition 

Deitel, Deitel, Goldberg 
Prentice Hall 
ISBN: 0131450913 (pre-2007 ISBN)
or 9780131450912 (new style, 2007) 



	Expected Student Conduct
	:
	Valencia Community College is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and learning but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct. By enrolling at Valencia Community College, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and abiding by the general rules of conduct. The primary responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the faculty. Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that result in disruption of a class may be directed by the faculty member to leave the class. Violation of any classroom or Valencia's rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from Valencia. Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions. You will find the Student Code of Conduct in the current Valencia Student Handbook. 

	Computer Acceptable Use Policy
	:
	Use of computers in the Information Technology classrooms at Valencia is restricted to those activities designated by the instructor to enhance the class material. Any other use is strictly forbidden. Inappropriate use includes (but is not limited to): 

· Use of the computer to send email or to access Internet sites not specifically assigned in that class 

· Use of the computer for job, internship, homework or other activities not assigned in that class 

· Modifying any hardware or software system configuration or setting 

· Activities not in accordance with the Valencia student code of conduct 

Use of computers in the Business Students open lab (Bldg 2, Room 304) is limited to those activities involved with preparing homework or coursework in the IT or Business departments and is subject to the same restrictions as listed above. 

Computer use is remotely monitored; any student using computers inappropriately may be subject to dismissal from class or banishment from the lab. Subsequent offenses may be sent to the campus administration for further disciplinary action. 

Also:
No unlicensed software is to be stored on the cop2822 computer. Valencia is very serious about copyright infringement, and we will all have to be very careful not to break or bend any copyright laws. This admonition extends to the use of "found" graphics and other components. 

Objectionable or illegal material is not allowed. If you entertain any question at all about a component, don't use it here. 

Please remember at all times that you are representing the school. 

	Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty
	: 
	All work submitted by students is expected to be the result of the students' individual thoughts, research, and self-expression. Whenever a student uses ideas, wording, or organization from another source, the source shall be appropriately acknowledged.

Any student determined by the professor to have been guilty of engaging in an act of academic dishonesty shall be liable to a range of academic penalties as determined by the professor which may include, but not be limited to, one or more of the following: loss of credit for an assignment, examination, or project; a reduction in the course grade; or a grade of "F" in the course. At the option of the professor, the campus provost may be furnished with written notification of the occurrence and the action taken. If such written notice is given, a copy shall be provided to the student.

Students guilty of engaging in a gross or flagrant act of academic dishonesty or repeated instances of academic dishonesty shall also be subject to administrative and/or disciplinary penalties which may include warning, probation, suspension and/or expulsion from the College.

	Withdrawal Deadline
	: 
	23 March 2007. This is the last date you can withdraw from this class with a grade of W. After this date, all students who withdraw will receive a grade of WP (withdrawn passing) or WF (withdrawn failing). YOU DO NOT WANT A WF. 

Note to students with visas or financial aid: A WF might endanger your status. 

	Other Important Dates
	: 
	Classes begin

  

8

  January

MLK Day (no school)

 

15

  January

SPRING BREAK! (no school)

 

12-18

  March

Withdrawal Deadline

 

23

  March

Classes End

 

22

  April 

Final Exam

 

25

  April 



	Final Exam
	: 
	This class includes a final exam. YOU CANNOT PASS THIS CLASS WITHOUT TAKING THE FINAL. Missing the final exam will result in a grade of WF (Withdrawn Failing). 

If you are one of those students who would rather have an F than a WF (if you cannot afford to withdraw from class), make sure you take the final. 


	My Policies

	Course Objectives
	:
	This class will describe, define, and discover scripting languages. During the semester, we will explore at least one client-side scripting language and one server-side language. My present plan is to spend a week nailing down the concepts and reviewing XHTML (version 1.1) and CSS, spend the majority of the semester on JavaScript, and finish up with a survey of client-side and server-side languages. We'll probably spend a bit of time on PERL, CGI, and PHP. Here's a basic overview:

· HTML and Static Web pages 

· CSS and XHTML 

· Scripting and Dynamic Web pages 

· What makes a "scripting language"? 

· Client Side Scripting Languages 

· VBScript 

· TCL 

· Ruby 

· JavaScript, JavaScript, JavaScript 

· Server Side Languages 

· CGI 

· PERL 

· ASP 

· PHP 

· Related Technologies and Concepts 

· Accessibility 

· Flash 

· XML 

· ASP 

	Grading Policy
	: 
	Online

 

Classroom

Component
Points
Assignment 00 (free points!)

5

8 assignments @ 8 points each

64

Attendance (WebCT)

16

Mid-Term Exam

10

Final Exam

     10 

Total

105

Additional Credit (as I concoct it)

TBD

  

Component
Points
Assignment 00 (free points!)

5

8 assignments @ 8 points each

64

Attendance (physical)

16

Mid-Term Exam

10

Final Exam

     10 

Total

105

Additional Credit (as I concoct it)

TBD



	Grading Scale
	: 
	Total Points
 

Grade
0

 - 

59

 = 

F
60

 - 

69

 = 

D
70

 - 

79

 = 

C
80

 - 

89

 = 

B
90

 - 

100

 = 

A
above 100

 = 

A


	Attendance
	: 
	Online: 

Online students are required to keep up with—and contribute weekly to—the WebCT Message Board. Some weeks, I will ask pointed questions, or direct you in some activity that requires a followup answer. Timely answers to these questions/directions will fulfill the weekly "attendance" obligation and add to your attendance grade (up to 6 points out of 16). I will also grade your presence on the message board on two other criteria. All three criteria are listed here: 

  Timely (within one week) answers to 

                          "This Week's Discussion"   : 6 points 

  The number of messages you READ (Yes, I can tell.) : 4 points 

  The number of messages you POST (more is better)   : 6 points

Classroom:

I expect regular and timely attendance in the classroom. Students will lose two points each time they are absent from class. (Five absences can result in the loss of an entire letter grade.) Each time a student is tardy (s)he will lose one point. 

The attendance grade will be handed out twice: 8 points at midterm and 8 points at the end of the term. 

	Grading Curve
	: 
	There is no curve. All extra credit points are extra. If you get 80 points in this class, you get a B—even if someone else in the class gets 190 points. (S)he gets an A, and you still get the B.

	Makeup Policies
	: 
	Makeup exams will be offered for DOCUMENTED EMERGENCIES.
Assignments CANNOT be made up. However, assignments can be turned in late (within one week of the original due date) for less than full credit. See "Late Assignments Policy" below. 

	Late Assignments Policy
	: 
	1. Almost all assignments will have two due dates: a "first draft" date and, one week later, a "publish" date. 

2. First drafts tend to be due on Sunday nights at 11:55 (five minutes before midnight). First drafts are each worth 4 points. Assignments not submitted to WebCT by the first draft dues date will lose 4 points from an 8-point assignment. (-4) 

3. During class, we will discuss assignments that have been turned in. Among other things, we will discuss deficiencies in the assignments—reasons why I will probably take off points. 

4. Students will have up to one week to correct or improve their assignments. You can raise your grade during this time. 

5. One week after the due date, I will review your assignment for changes/improvements. If you have not turned in the original assignment by one week after the due date, you will receive a zero for that assignment. If you have not turned in the revised assignment by the Publish Date, your grade will be "frozen" at the first draft level. 

If you foresee trouble with a particular due date, and you alert me well in advance, we can try to make alternate arrangements. (Often, "alternate arrangements" will mean an alternate assignment.)

NOTE: 

if you submit an assignment late to WebCT, you should email me to let me know so I can TRY to grade it before publication date. 

If you experience difficulty uploading an assignment, email me. If I can confirm problems with Valencia's network, I'll let the due date slide a bit for the people who sent the email.

Don't stop trying to upload, however. Many network problems are repaired after 30 minutes or so.

	Faculty-Initiated Withdrawal
	:
	If you miss two classes in a row without communicating with me, in WebCT or Atlas, prior to or within 24 hours after each missed class, I may decide to drop you from the class for lack of attendance. Likewise, if you miss any three classes, with or without similar communication, I may decide to drop you. This may be your last warning in this matter. 

Remember, each absence also lowers your attendance grade (and thus, your overall grade) by 2/100. 

	Responsibility
	:
	You are responsible for your own work. Please understand both halves of what I am saying here: 

· you must perform all your own work, and 

· you will remain responsible for any repercussions of your work. 


Steve's 
Extremely Tentative 
Weekly Schedule for COP2830

Subject to change from the first day of class 

This semester runs for 16 weeks, from 8 Jan to 22 Apr, 
minus a week at SPRING BREAK. 

	Week
	Week of
	Subject(s)
	Chapter(s)[image: image2.png]




	1
	8 Jan
	Introductions: XHTML, CSS, Scripts
	4, 5, 6

	2
	15 Jan
	Client side languages; JavaScript
	7

	3
	22 Jan
	JavaScript: Control Structures
	8, 9

	4
	29 Jan
	JavaScript: Functions
	10

	5
	5 Feb
	JavaScript: Arrays
	11

	6
	12 Feb
	JavaScript: Objects
	12

	7
	19 Feb
	DHTML: the DOM, collections, Event Model
	13, 14

	8
	26 Feb
	DHTML: Filters, Transitions, Data Binding
	15, 16

	9
	5 Mar
	Servers, Databases
	21, 22

	10
	12 Mar
	SPRING BREAK
	 

	11
	19 Mar
	PERL and CGI
	25

	12
	26 Mar
	PERL and CGI
	25

	13
	2 Apr
	PHP
	26

	14
	9 Apr
	PHP
	26

	15
	16 Apr
	XML; ASP
	20, 23, 24

	16
	23 Apr
	Final Exam
	all


