Hum 2220

Greek‑Roman Humanities

Fall Term 2006                                                                                                                     Instructor; Guy A. Calabrese                                                                Phone: (407) 582‑2341                                                                                                         Valencia Community College

E‑mail: gcalabrese@cfl.rr.com                                                                                             Office Hours: 8:00am‑8:00pm

"Fair Greece! Sad relic of departed worth!

Immortal, though no more; though fallen great!"
                                                 - Byron‑Chile Harold
"The grandeur that was Rome. "
                                      ‑ Poe‑To Helen

Course Description:

This course will provide an overview of the social and political thought of ancient Greece and Rome as well as aspects of their cultures including the major historical art and architectural monuments of ancient Greece and Rome. Readings drawn from epic and lyrical poetry, tragedy, and comedy, histories, philosophical dialogues and treatises, along with works of the visual arts‑all reflect the effort to shape the human community according to a universal order in which human beings have a natural place and a natural purpose. The class will focus on a key issue: the sources of moral and political order because of the politics, literature, culture, and arts of Greece greatly influenced those of Rome and because both civilizations laid the foundations for the Western world, the worlds of Greece and Rome are often studied together.

This course is arranged chronologically and begins with the culture, art, and architecture of the Minoan, Cycladic, and Mycenaean kingdoms of Bronze Age Greece and continues through the Greek polis (Orientalizing period), the birth of democracy (Archaic Period), the golden age of Athens (High Classical period), and the conquest of the Greek world by Alexander the great (Hellenistic period).

The second half of the course examines the Roman world; its Etruscan predecessors, the rise of the Republic, the conquest of the Greek world and the establishment of the Roman Empire by Augustus, the expansion of the empire by the Flavian emperors and Trajan, the consolidation of the empire under Hadrian, the Antonine and Severan emperors, the crisis of the third century, the reign of the Tetrarchs, and the Christianization of the empire begun by Constantine.

Course Requirements:

The Greek‑Roman Humanities Course is one of the Gordon Rule writing reinforcement courses, necessitating a minimum of six thousand words of writing. Completion with a final grade of "C" or better will partially satisfy the requirements of State Board of Educators Rule 6A‑10.30. It is not possible for a student to earn an acceptable grade in the course unless the student has completed all writing assignments.

Required Texts:


Cunningham and Reich, Culture and Values, Vol. 1, 5th edition.


McCarty, "The Iliad," Kingfisher


Recommended primer: A Guide to MLA Documentation
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Prerequisite:

Satisfactory completion of ENC I 101 (Freshman Composition 1)

HUM 2220 Course Outcomes:

By the end of the term you should be able to do the following either in class or group discussion, in formal or informal written assignments, or in class presentations:

1.
Trace the development of Greek art, literature, philosophy, or religion.

2.
Articulate connections between the classical Greeks, the Romans, and modern civilization,


including personal life where relevant.

3.
Interpret a work of the Greco‑Roman arts, philosophy, or religion.

4.
Articulate the worldview of the ancient Greeks and Romans as exemplified in their arts,

religion, and philosophy.

Course Objectives:

To provide opportunities for student growth in the following competencies: 1) think critically and make reasoned choices by acquiring, analyzing, synthesizing, and evaluating knowledge; 2) Read and write effectively; Clarify personal values and goals in relation to cultural values; 4) Recognize the value of aesthetics and learn to make aesthetic judgments.

To provide reinforcement in these CLAST competencies: 1) Literal and critical reading comprehension; 2) Essay skills such as selecting a subject, formulating a thesis, providing supporting details, revising for clarity and conformity; 3) Writing skills such as sentence structure and punctuation.

Preparation:

Students should read assigned materials and complete written assignment PRIOR to class. Student discussion is an essential part of this course. You can participate in the discussion only if you are present and prepared for class.

Academic credit and grade for HUM 2220 are based upon the quality of the following assignments:


Iliad Study Guide……………………………….20%


Term Paper (3,000 words) ……………………..20%


Final Examination………………………………20%


Participation…………………………………….20%


Quizzes…………………………………………20%

A focus paper is due for the classes when indicated. This is a 1,500 word paper that presents a reasoned response or critical reaction to the reading. They should not be summaries or condensations of the reading. papers must be written in the MLA style of writing. Paper due dates will be given in class. Papers must be turned in during class on this date. Late papers will receive a 1 /2 letter grade drop per each day that it is late, including weekend days.
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The term paper is a 3,000 word formal paper that argues a thesis. Exemplary topics will be discussed, the topic is for the student to choose, however all topics should be cleared with the instructor.

The Final Examination will be given as scheduled by the college. It will be comprehensive in scope and essay in format.

Participation in class, which assumes regular attendance, is expected. Your active involvement with the course material and class discussions will enhance the educational experience for everyone.

Quizzes will be given periodically throughout the term, either announced or unannounced. The purpose of these quizzes is to ensure that students are keeping up with the reading assignments. Whether you are absent or tardy there will be no make up quizzes. If you have an excused absence then you will not be held responsible for the quiz, nor will you be penalized for missing it.

An Iliad worksheet will be provided. This worksheet must be completed in a timely fashion.

Presentations:

All students will be required to complete a 10‑minute presentation about their Term Paper when the term paper is due. The use of PowerPoint is strongly suggested.

Extra Credit:

Is accepted. Please confer with the instructor for approval.

Academic Honesty:

All work submitted must be your own. Whenever ideas are used from another source, the work or source must be sighted. Materials from other sources must be in your own words and the source given. Any instance of cheating or plagiarism will result in an "F" for the course. Plagiarism is a serious academic offense that may result in withdrawal failure or expulsion from the college.

Note:

This outline may be altered at any time during the course of the term at the instructor's discretion.

Note To Students With Disabilities:

Please schedule a conference with the instructor so that we can arrange assignments or testing to assure your best chance to succeed in this course.
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