Turning a Prompt


The prompt is the question or statement given to you by the teacher so that you can write an essay or give a speech. The prompt is also your best source for your thesis statement. Why? Well, first of all, turning a prompt is probably the easiest way to write a clear thesis statement. In addition, if you turn the teachers prompt into your thesis statement you will always be on topic. Moreover, if you use the teachers words, there is little chance of making a grammatical error. So, how do you turn a prompt?

Read the prompt below

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents are the best teachers. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

You will notice that some of the prompt simply gives instructions. Since you know the teacher expects you to write an essay with reasons and examples, you aren’t as interested in the instructions as you are in the argument. The argument is underlined for you: you can either argue that parents are the best teachers or that parents are not the best teachers. Therefore, throw away all the junk, keep the argument, and add a preview of how you plan to support your argument.

Thesis Statement with Two Supports

Parents are (not) the best teachers because of _________ and ___________.    

Because of ___________ and ____________, parents are (not) the best teachers. 

Thesis Statement with Three Supports
Parents are (not) the best teachers because _________, __________, and ___________.

Because of _________, _________, and __________, parents are (not) the best teachers.

Now you try! Read the prompt below then turn it into a thesis statement. Remember the type of thesis statement you write depends on your preference and the number of supports you have.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Attending a live performance (for example, a play, concert, or sporting event) is more enjoyable than watching the same event on television. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

Thesis Statement with Two Supports

______________________________________________________________________________________________ because ___________________ and __________________________. 

Because ___________________________ and _______________________, _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thesis Statement with Three Supports

___________________________________________________________________________________because _____________________, _____________ ______, and ___________________.

Because ____________________, ___________________, and ___________ ______________,______________________________________________________________________________.
Develop thesis statements for the following prompts for Homework.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? With the help of technology, students nowadays can learn more information and learn it more quickly. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Videogames have negative effects on children. Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Some people believe that university students should be required to attend classes. Others believe that going to classes should be optional for students. Which point of view do you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to explain your answer.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

What are some important qualities of a good supervisor (boss)? Use specific details and examples to explain why these qualities are important.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Neighbors are the people who live near us. In your opinion, what are the qualities of a good neighbor? Use specific details and examples in your answer.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

