Reading Quiz

Cheat Sheet

By now, you have probably noticed that I have spent a lot of time talking about the following vocabulary words. If you are truly going to be able to talk about reading in an academic way, you are going to need to understand and be able to differentiate between these terms. Therefore, It may be a good idea for you to study this vocabulary for the upcoming quiz. 

Main Idea – This is often a generic term used to summarize two important things:  who or what a reading is about (called the topic), and what the author is saying about the topic (called the controlling idea). An important side note, however, is that most of the time the term main idea is used when people are talking about paragraphs. The main idea of an essay is called a thesis. The main idea of a passage is often referred to as a central point. If the main idea is written down in a paragraph, it is called a topic sentence. 

Thesis – Simply put, this is the main idea of an essay (Remember, although main idea is a generic term, we usually only use it to talk about paragraphs. Since we are now talking about essays we need a new term) A thesis usually sounds like an argument and provides an authors plan to support the argument. When a thesis is written down, it is called a thesis statement. 

Topic – This word is often confused with the term title. However, it shouldn’t be. The title is just the name of a piece of writing, movie, or song. On the other hand, the Topic is a part of the main idea that tells us who or what a reading is about. 

Implied Main Idea – This is one of two types of main idea. (Stated and Implied) You have already learned what a stated main idea is called. If the main idea is stated or written down in a paragraph, it is called a topic sentence. On the other hand, sometimes an author wants you to guess at the main idea. The author won’t write down the main idea; instead the author will give hints. When an author does this, and you have to guess the main idea, we call this Implied Main Idea.
Organizational Patterns – In class, I may have had you look at three pictures and then drawl them as quickly as you could. Many of you could only remember the pictures that had patterns in them. That is because our brains work better when we have patterns to follow. All writing also follows Organizational Patterns. Some examples might include: definition, classification, order or sequence, cause and effect, comparison and contrast, listing or enumeration, mixed patterns and many others. Authors often organize there thoughts by using Transition Words to connect ideas. For example; (since you saw the words for example, I bet you are waiting for an example but are probably confused now that you didn’t get one). “For Example” is an example of a transition word often used in the example pattern of organization.  

Facts & Opinions – A Fact is a statement that can be tested for truthfulness. Facts DO NOT have to be true. “There are 3000 people in my English class.” This statement is stated as a fact because we can test and see if it is true or not. It happens to be untrue, but it is stated in a way that is testable; therefore, it is a fact. Opinions on the other hand are expressions of people’s feelings, and they can’t be proven true or false. 

Author’s Purpose: The author’s purpose is the reason the author wrote whatever they have written. Authors typically write for one of three purposes: To entertain, inform, or persuade. Sometimes authors write for a combination of purposes. 

Tone & Bias: When we use the word bias, we are referring to an authors inclination  toward a particular side of an argument or prejudice. People who are biased can only see things from one side of an argument. They often will not listen to opposing viewpoints. Tone refers to the attitude or feeling a writer expresses about what they are writing about. Tone has a lot to do with the emotional state of the writer. If a writer is angry for being treated unfairly, this will come across to a reader through the types of words the author uses. The problem, however, is that when teachers talk about tone they often have a tendency to use big words. In other words, instead of being angry for being treated unfairly, an author would be “indignant.” We will talk more about tone vocabulary as the semester progresses.  

If I were you, I would read through this cheat sheet a few times and be sure to learn and be able to explain what all of the words in bold mean and how they are related to one another. 
