












October 18, 2004 
 
 
 

Peer Review of Betsy Guimond, Professor of Nursing 
Submitted by Anita Kovalsky,  Professor of Nursing 

 
The following is a Peer Review as requested by Professor Betsy Guimond for her Tenure 
Portfolio.  I have structured the review as requested by the Made-to-Order Form for Instructional 
Observation (Peer Version):   
 

• Organization 
• Presentation Style 
• Rapport (Personal Qualities) 
• Content 
• Interaction 
• Active Learning 

   
Ms. Guimond was the lead teacher for the Pharmacology in Nursing course, NUR 1141C, a  
5 credit nursing course taught during the Summer Term of 2004.  She had taught this course for 
four previous semesters. I was a member of this team-taught course during the Summer Term, 
and gave input to Ms.Guimond as she planned the course throughout the prior Spring Term. 
 
This Pharmacology course involves a didactical theoretical component, a laboratory component, 
and an online component, which includes seminar and dosage calculation information.  
Ms. Guimond single-handedly set up the new course content within Web CT,  and not only 
oriented me to the entire process (an area with which I was not familiar), but also proceeded to 
engage a group of nursing students, many of whom were unwilling participants in this online 
format, to effectively participate and effectively learn from this mode of teaching. 
 
Additionally, throughout the Summer semester, Ms.Guimond taught weekly dosage calculation 
tutoring sessions, which were above and beyond her calculated workload, and which were 
optional for the students enrolled in the Pharmacology course. 
 
It is important to note this course was taught over the newly compressed Summer schedule, and 
that students were also enrolled in the Adult Health I Nursing course, NUR 2211C, an 8 credit 
medical-surgical nursing course, which involved not only a theory component, but also a 
laboratory and clinical component as well.  Therefore, these students were taking quite a heavy 
credit load, and this was always a primary consideration of Ms. Guimond, as she guided the 
students through the Pharmacology course. 
 
I subsequently observed Ms. Guimond’s classroom presentation on several occasions during the 
Summer Term of 2004. 
 
 



 
Organization
I observed many of Ms.Guimond’s lectures, although I will only cite one here.  The content area 
which I observed was a three hour lecture on a very complex and diverse mix of cardiovascular 
drugs: antihypertensives and diuretics, and drugs used for heart failure. Her lecture utilized two 
different power point presentations, which students could download from her web site in one of 
three formats, in accordance with which lecture outline method worked best for them. 
 
In the first presentation on antihypertensive drugs, Ms. Guimond utilized a chart schematic to 
describe the renin/angiotensin/aldosterone homeostatic mechanism within the body. This was a 
preface for the students so that they could then understand the pharmacological mechanism of 
the Angiotensin-Converting Enzyme Inhibitors, a group of antihypertensive drugs.  Ms. 
Guimond explained the schematic in detail to the students in a very organized fashion.  She 
noted to the students that they would need to go back and review this information on their own 
several times, in order to understand this complex process.  She was well-prepared to present this 
complex information, as she consistently is with any information that she presents in 
pharmacology.   
 
Suggested Area for Improvement:  
Prior to the start of the lecture content, be sure to review material previously covered, and note 
how it relates to material which will be covered that day. This is not always relevant with the 
pharmacology content, as in this case, the content previously covered was an unrelated group of 
drugs, antidiabetic drugs.   However, I would suggest it would be advisable to discuss the drug 
groups that will be covered in this class, in this case the antihypertensives, summarize the key 
concepts at the end of class, and identify the objectives for the next class, noting how this next 
class, (which was to cover another group of cardiovascular drugs, the antianginals), would build 
on the current class information. 
 
Presentation Style
Ms. Guimond’s presentation style is one that conveys a strong sense of connecting with the 
material presented, and an enthusiasm for the content, while also acknowledging the complexity 
of the material in regard to student learning.  Therefore, she makes students feel at ease in the 
class, and they are very open about asking for clarification or answering questions that Ms. 
Guimond may ask them. 
 
Ms. Guimond speaks very slowly and clearly, and student feedback has overwhelmingly noted 
that her presentation style is easy to follow. Her use of humor is appropriate, as well as very 
subtle.  I personally remember some her more memorable references to various drugs, 
particularly one in regard to laxatives, and one about antipsychotics.  The humor was useful in 
helping students to recall a particular fact about the drug. 
 
Suggested Area of Improvement:   
It would be advisable if Ms.Guimond walked around the classroom to a greater extent.  The 
room in which she lectured is a very large lecture hall, and the lighting is very dim.  The podium 
tends to swallow up someone who is as small in stature as Ms. Guimond. 
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Rapport (Personal Qualities)
The rapport which Ms.Guimond develops with her students is one of her strongest assets, only 
secondary to the depth and breath of knowledge that she brings to the Pharmacology class. 
Because she has taught this course several times since coming to Valencia, it is apparent that she 
has a fervent commitment to the course,   
 
Ms. Guimond treats students with respect at all times, and there is evidence of equitable 
treatment of all students in the class. She is a wonderful role model for the nursing students. Ms. 
Guimond frequently relates stories of her practice as an ARNP, in order to elucidate the 
information, by giving real-life examples to the students.  
 
Content 
As previously mentioned, Ms. Guimond’s vast and current theoretical knowledge of the 
pharmacology course content is very evident in her teaching. Also noted under the “Rapport” 
section was her ability to give students examples from her ARNP clinical practice, and previous 
experience as a nurse. For example, when presenting the antiviral drugs used in the treatment if 
HIV/AIDS, she researched additional information above and beyond what was in the textbook, 
and presented that to the students. 
 
I also observed Ms. Guimond in her dosage calculation tutoring sessions with students. She 
taught the concept of Dimensional Analysis to myself, as well as to the students.  She illustrated 
and solved various dosage problems on the blackboard, and later, I suggested that she might 
want to have students come to the board to work on problems.  She did then incorporate this 
suggestion into these sessions. I must say that thanks to Ms. Guimond, I feel very comfortable in 
teaching anyone this method of dosage calculation. 
 
Suggested Area for Improvement:  
As noted previously, I would suggest that Ms. Guimond review material previously covered, 
prior to the start of the lecture content, note how it relates to material which will be covered that 
day, and finally, identify the objectives for the next class. 
 
Interaction 
It has been previous noted how Ms. Guimond sets the tone for the class session, responds to 
student questions, and allows the students to freely ask questions without fear of embarrassment 
or intimidation. 
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Active Learning 
The Active component of Ms. Guimond’s teaching is apparent in the laboratory component of 
the pharmacology course, as well as the internet Web CT component.  
 
In the Nursing Arts Lab, Ms. Guimond always set the tone for what would be covered, content as 
broad as oral administration of medications, to preparing intramuscular injections (drawing them 
up in a syringe from an ampule or vial), to mapping administration sites on the patients, and 
subsequently administering the injection.  It is evident that teaching this course many times has 
allowed her to perfect the lab component of the course, so that students feel at ease with what 
could be perceived as difficult psychomotor skills. 
 
Summary of Peer Review 
I feel that Ms. Guimond takes teaching the art of nursing very seriously.  She prepares well, and 
has frequently told me about what she learned from her mentor, Professor Pat Woodbery.  It is 
apparent that Ms. Guimond strives to be the best instructor she can be; a competent, caring 
professional who truly attends to the learning needs of her students. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Anita A, Kovalsky, R.N., M.N.Ed. 
Professor of Nursing 
Valencia Community College 
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